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Center in Dallas, TX. He is an internationally recognized authority on the role of chronic kidney disease as a
cardiovascular risk state with over 1000 publications. Dr. McCullough has won numerous awards including
in the Simon Dack Award from the American College of Cardiology for outstanding scholarship and the
International Vicenza Award for Critical Care Nephrology for his contributions and dedication to the emerging
problem of cardiorenal syndromes.

GREGG C FonarROW, MD, FACC, FAHA

An eminent specialist in heart failure management, preventive cardiology, quality of care,
and outcomes research, Dr. Fonarow holds the Eliot Corday Chair in Cardiovascular Medi-
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Dr. Stone is Professor of Medicine at Columbia University, Director of Cardiovascular
Research and Education at the Center for Interventional Vascular Therapies at Columbia
University Medical Center, and Co-Director of Medical Research and Education at the
Cardiovascular Research Foundation in New York, NY. Dr. Stone has served as the lead
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ized trials, and is the Co-Director of Transcatheter Cardiovascular Therapeutics, the
world's largest symposium devoted to interventional cardiology and vascular medicine.

Jonn B. GorpoN, MD, FACC

John Gordon is in private practice and a partner at the San Diego Cardiac Center Medi-
cal Group, which he joined in 1989. He is a senior interventional cardiologist at Sharp
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served as Chief of the Cardiology Subsection and Vice Chair of the Internal Medicine
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Supervisory Committee at Sharp Memorial Hospital. He has served as President of the American Heart
Association, San Diego Chapter.
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cardiology, published more than 250 articles for leading medical journals, and has written
three books on lipidology.
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pioneering efforts led to the development of thallium for clinical myocardial imaging
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the establishment of the (International) Society for Magnetic Resonance in Medicine
and the Society for Cardiovascular Magnetic Resonance. He is a Professor at the Keck
School of Medicine and the Viterbi School of Engineering at the University of Southern
California, and a Professor at the Loma Linda University School of Medicine. Dr. Pohost
has been working on developing and applying approaches for diagnostic image analysis
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diac Catheterization Laboratory in the Cardiovascular Division of Scripps Clinic and
Assistant Professor at the Scripps Translational Science Institute. Dr. Price has published
numerous papers and chapters on high-risk percutaneous coronary intervention (PCl),
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Sinai. He is also Professor of Medicine at the David Geffen School of Medicine at the
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EDITOR’S LETTER

It was almost fourteen years ago, in Summer 2000, that the first issue of Reviews in Cardiovascular Medicine was
published. Topics covered in the first few issues included the implications of radiocontrast nephropathy, looking
beyond the Framingham risk model, advances in heart failure and acute coronary syndrome management, and,
yes, way before others caught on, women’s cardiovascular health. In those early years, Reviews in Cardiovascular
Medicine distinguished itself by providing content that was not just timely but also comprehensive, scholarly, and
brought to life with incredible graphics that made the articles more impactful and easier to understand. We are
happy to see that over the years we have been emulated by many of our sister journals.

Before I describe the content in this issue, I cannot resist the temptation to use this opportunity to entice the
community of cardiologists to become more involved in the political process. The changes we have witnessed over
the past several years have been a mixed bag: some positive, most negative. On the positive side, there is a focus on
providing health care using more efficient models of delivery. There are only so many dollars available for health
care and with Baby Boomers entering the phase in their lives with increasing health resource utilization, there will
be fewer dollars available per person. On the negative side, the conversations on health care reform that take place
in Washington DG, state capitals, health care policy foundations, and by third-party payors seem to have little to do
with quality and more to do with cost. The biggest delusion is that dollars will be saved with health care reform. I
predict that, instead of net savings, we will witness a huge shift of dollars and resources from the physicians provid-
ing the care to the growing medical bureaucracy. Why would the best and brightest work hard to excel in college,
incur a huge debt to attend medical school, and spend up to 10 years in postgraduate medical education when they
will no longer be empowered to determine how to care for patients? Where the biggest factor determining job secu-
rity becomes how little is spent per patient and not quality of the care provided to them? I urge all of my colleagues
to become more active in our medical societies and their associated political action committees (ie, American
College of Cardiology Political Action Committee). Without your engagement, you become part of the problem.

In this issue, Dr. Toth and colleagues discuss the use of use lomitapide, a novel microsomal triglyceride trans-
fer protein inhibitor, in patients with homozygous familial hypercholesterolemia. Lomitapide does not depend on
the ability to upregulate LDL receptors on the surface of hepatocytes and reduces production of apolipoprotein
B-containing lipoproteins. Dr. McCullough and associates discuss an old problem with a new solution, and review
the acute and chronic cardiovascular effects of hyperkalemia. In addition, the group describes an innovation for
treating hyperkalemia using ZS-9, a first-in-class orally administered selective potassium ion trap that is a non-
systemically absorbed inorganic compound. It has 10 times the binding capacity of sodium polystyrene sulfonate
and is 100 times more selective.

Dean Kerieakes, MD, a giant in the field of interventional cardiology, reassesses the importance of complete ver-
sus incomplete coronary revascularization in patients with multi-vessel obstructive disease. This article provides
guidance on how to approach this clinical scenario commonly faced in the cardiac catheterization laboratory. Dr.
Pompilio and colleagues review emergent options for the treatment of refractory angina pectoris using ranola-
zine, shock wave treatment, and cell based therapies. With limited options available to these patients, we look to
regenerative medicine and cell-based therapies as possibilities that may benefit the patients who suffer significant
disability. Dr. Fehrer and colleagues report on the prevention and treatment of the no-reflow phenomenon in the
coronary circulation, and Dr. DiNicolantonio and colleagues review the data regarding the therapeutic effective-
ness of L-carnitine.

From the California Chapter of the American College of Cardiology, Dr. Gordon and Margo Minissian report
on the recent ACC Board of Governors meeting and views on a team-based approach to care. Finally, there is an
interesting case review on left main coronary artery perforation during PCI in a patient with noninfectious aortitis
and two literature reviews.

Enjoy the issue!

Norman E. Lepor, MD, FACC, FAHA, FSCAI
Medical Co-Editor
Reviews in Cardiovascular Medicine
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