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SUMMARY 

The Authors illustrate the results of a clinico
statistical research conducted on 139 cases of mal
formations corresponding to 13.07% of 10.633 
births of the Obstetric Clinic of Ferrara during 
the period 1973-1978. 

The following variables were examined: type 
of malformation, sex, weight, duration of pregn
ancy, type of delivery, mother's age and order of 
birth. 
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During the last twenty years, the study 
of congenital malformations has spread 
due to numerous researches organized on 
a worldwide basis by the W.H.O. ( 2). 

Th� resul�s obtaine1
, 

wer�, 
not ?I ways

agreeing and comparable, either due to 
the complexity of the subject, either to 
diversified criteria adopted by the Au
thors. 

This paper will illustrate the results 
of a clinical and statistical research on 
congenital malformations observed at the 
Obstetric and Gynecological Department 
of Ferrara University in the period 
1973-78. 

MA TERI AL AND METHODS 

From the 1st of January 1973 to the 31st of 
December 1978, 10.633 births were recorded 
snllborn included, of whom 5493 males, 5138 
females and 2 with undetermined sex. 

The verification of the malformations has been 
made at the moment of birth, or afterwards at 
the Institute of Child-welfare. 

The present series includes only cases of 
structural anomalies macroscopically evident at 
birth or diagnosed within the first seven days 
of life. 

Malformations were indicated according to the 
international analytical classification of the di
seases, of the trauma and the causes of death. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Among the 10.633 cases observed, 139 
newborn (13.07 %) were affected by one 
or more malformations distributed as fol
lows: hearth and circulatory system 
(2.54%), multiple malformations (2.44%), 
osteo-muscular (2.16 %), genito-urinary 
apparatus (1.97 %), Down's syndrome 
(1.22 %), cleft palate and lip (0.75%), 
gastro-intestinal apparatus (0.66 %), anen
cephalia and spina bifida (0.4 7 %), others 
(0.84 %) (table 1). 

For what regards the sex, a ratio of 
158.49 (male/females= 84/53 %) is re
sulted. 

That means that the males are more ex
posed to the risk. Such a phenomenon 
can be explained by the fact that the sex 
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