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SUMMARY 

The authors performed ultrasonic examina­
tions on 893 cases, dividing echographic cha­
racteristics of pathological conditions in four 
groups, namely: cystic formations, solid benign 
tumors, fibrocystic mastopathy and malignant 
neoplasms. 

Inofensiveness of the method, together with 
good results achieved by it, have indicated ultra­
sounds as suitable supplementary diagnostic me­
thod in the pathology of the breast. 
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The use of routine echographic exami­
nation of the breast in Ultrasonic Dia­
gnostic Centers of the University of 
Padua and Siena, has led to the cha­
racterization of the echographic pictures 
obtained in the various types of breast 
pathology (fig. 1, 2) (
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). The fea­

tures thus demonstrated may be expres­
sed, as follows (Tab. 1, 2, 3, 4): 

Table 1. 

Benign cystic forms: 
— round image 
— smooth and taut borders 
— absence of internal echoes 
� intensification of echoes in the posterior wall 
— intensification of echoes behind the posterior 

wall. 

Table 2. 

Benign solid forms: 
- not always round image
- wrinkled and irregular borders
— presence of internal echoes
- presence of posterior wall
— occasionally, cone of shadow behind the

posterior wall.

Table 3. 

历brocystic mastopathies: 
一absence of circumscribed image 
- presence of numerous echoes, more or less

crowded together
— presence of micropolycystic structures
- presence of fibrous strands.

Table 4. 

Malignant forms: 
- irregularly shaped image
- not circumscribed image
- presence of internal echoes
— occasionally, absence of posterior wall
— presence of cone of shadow behind the

posterior wall.
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