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SUMMARY 

The Authors report their extensive number 
of cases (7207 ecographs) deriving from the use 
of ultrasonics in obstetric between 1970 and 
1977 at the Obstetric and Gynaecological Clinic 
of the University of Padua . 

Their experience has led them to entrust the 
performance of this examination to the spe:ia.listobstetrician who follows the patient's clinical 
course, in addition to visiting her. 

The diagnosis and monitoring of pregnancy by 
means of ultra-sound in obstetrics should be a 
routine procedure, so as to ensure the maximum 
assistance to the pregnant woman and especially 
to the embryo and later the foetus. It is also 
considered necessary to perform more exami
nations during the course of pregnancy in order 
to a_s_�ess in.go_od tjm� any d�sord5=rs of ?rowths. 

The analysis of the graphs shows that eco
�rap�y in �id:Vifery ?lakes use_ of a simple, 
harmless method in ordtr to monitor pregnancy . 
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Interest in ecographic methods is grow
ing both among obstetricians and radiolo
gists. We have therefore considered ap
propriate to analyse our obstetric expe
rience in the Department of Ultrasonic 
Diagnosis of the Obstetric and Gynaeco
logical Clinic of the University of Padua, 
between 1970 and 1977. 

We examined 5058 out-patients and 
patients admitted both to this hospital and 
to other Obstetric Departments in the Ve
neto region, upon whom altogether 7207 
ecographies were performed. 

Table 1 shows the ecographies that we
re performed during the period under con
sideration, subdivided year by year. As 
will be seen from an analysis of the graph, 
we had an increase of 15.9% after the 
first year of activity. This increase became 
more marked in subsequent years (63.6 % 
in 1972; 57.6% in 1973; 15.1% in 1974). 
In 1975 there was a diminution of 26.3% 
as compared to the previous year, due to 
a period when the apparatus was out of 
commission. In 1976 the increase reached 
its maximum 83.8%, with 1855 obstretic 
ecographs performed. In 1977 the appa
ratus ceased to function due to an ad
vanced state of wear and tear; we per
formed only 460 examinations during the 
first three months of the year. The in
crease observed could be ascribed to the 
following factors: 

1) knowledge of the method either by
the doctor requesting it, or by the patient; 

2) technical experience of the opera
tors; 

3) improvements in the apparatus;
4) necessity for a new diagnostic aid.

We therefore analysed the age of the 
patients, which was found to be between 
14 and 48 years. These patients were sub
divided into five "obstetric risk group" as 
suggested by Bompiani: this has been used 
in our hospital for some time (table 2). 

No statistically significant variations e
xisted between the histograms for each 
year, even though the percentages of the 
individual groups under consideration did 
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