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Letter to Jan 

Such a gentle giant you were, my esteemed colleague. What a life of accomplishments I am sure you we
re so busy at work because you knew how powerful the enemy was. You fought a battle against a cancer scour

ge by creating your own tools of science, helping us all to better track the early signs that this most insidious 

disease was to arrive and ruin a woman's health, a woman's life, a woman's family. You were not alone, gen

tle giant, but you were peerless in your crusade, indefatigable, prolific as a writer, constantly improving the 

tests that you had created and that we grew so fondly of using in our own research. You helped us understand 

what caused cervical cancer and you were right on track helping humanity to get rid of it some day in a futu

re that you so hoped was not too distant. 
You lived in a world of smart and busy scientists like yourself who shared a wonderful calling and a pas

sion for research. Your world used terms like papillomavirus, primers, GPS/6, stringency, hybridization, an
nealing, oligonucleotides, and others from a dizzying vocabulary so overwhelmingly complex that, early on, 

we thought that we could not understand each other. You knew that and you also knew that we had better un

derstand you and your colleagues because you had tremendous faith in the message behind the vocabulary. 
You invited us in into your world by explaining it to those who, like this epidemiologist, had other sorts of 

scientific tools and were not quite as focused as you were, fighting the same enemy. You knew that we had to 

unite in the same battle or we could not ever hope to be victors. Well, you did convince us. We joined forces 

with you and your colleagues from other disciplines. The science of fighting cervical cancer became more 
strategic, multipronged. Thanks to you, thanks to those who emulated you, thanks to those who understood 
you. And should I say, thanks also to those who did not understand you, for this helped keep you alert in your 

crusade in continuing to produce those papers that we had to read to understand papillomaviruses and cerv卜
cal cancer. 

You were never afraid of the dialogue or of the debate. You wrote your ideas and described your techni

ques in papers whose citations we knew by heart. You knew where you wanted your research to lead you. You 

worked as a team player. In a team that was exemplary in cohesion, that worked in unison, with such envia

ble synergy, much like that legendary Dutch national soccer team (I am sure the analogy does not escape you, 
my friend). 

Well, the battle goes on and, for the first time in so many years, we will not have you to lead. I, for one, 

will find comfort in the idea that you are somewhere out there, ever watchful, helping us to get the lab results 

right, the epidemiology numbers classified correctly. Like an angel, like a gentle giant looking over our 
shoulders. 

So long, my friend... 

Eduardo L. Franco 
McGill University, Montreal, Canada 

In memorian Jan Walboomers 

On February 2nd, early in the morning, the message came in that Jan Walboomers had passed away. It is hard to rea
lize how fragile we are and how things can change in a moment. 

Jan Walboomers was born on October 7th, 1941 in a small village in Brabant, Gassel. After elementary school in Gas
sel and grammar school in Boxmeer he studied Biology at the Roman Catholic University in Nijmegen. After graduating 
(with first class honours) in 1966 he started his PhD in the Department of Chemical Cytology under the supervision of Pro
fessor Ch.MA. Kuyper. In 1970 he received his PhD. 

In 1970 he accepted a pos山on as a staff member at the Department of Pathology of the Wilhelmina Gasthuis (later the 
Academic Medical Center of the University of Amsterdam) where he performed research on the herpes simplex virus (HSV). 
To specialize in Virology he worked from l 971-1973 in the Department of Virology under the supervision of Pr�fessor Jan 
van de Noordaa. 

In 1973 he went, on a grant from the Dutch Society for Scientific Research (NWO), to the laboratory of Professor Fred 
Rapp, Department of Microbiology, Hershey, Pennsylvania, USA to study the herpes simplex virus in depth. In 1974 he re-




