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Teratoma of the placenta 
A case report 

E. KOUMANTAKIS - A. MAKRIGIANNAKIS - G. FROUDARAKIS
G. DATSERIS and J. MATALLIOTAKIS

INTRODUCTION 

Primary nontrophoblastic tumors of the 
placenta are fairly,rare, the most co�mon 
the chorioangioma, having an incidence 
of about 1 % ( 3 ). Placental teratomas are 
extremely rare, with only six examples 
recorded until 197 8 (3 ) and none reported 
in the literature since then. The following 
case report describes the clinical and pa
thologic finding, in an example of this 
curious tumor and reviews possible me
chanisms of pathogenesis. 

CASE REPORT 

The patient, 26-_years old (gr3_vida 3, �ara 3) 
was at 41 weeks of pregnancy. She was admitted 
to the hospital,伈r induction of labor. After the 
use of PGE, 1 mg, she delivered a 3220 g nor
ma! female infant. 

The placenta weighed 520 g, with the pla
cental disk measuring 15.1 X 14.2 X 3.4 cm. 
Te fetal surface was smooth, with a well-deve
loped vascular pattern. Multiple sections of the 
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placenta revealed a rubbery yellow-tan mass, 
2.5 cm in greatest dimension, near one lateral 
border, situated beneath the fetal membranes 

Microscopic examination of this mass revealed 
skin, hair follicles and other skin appendages, 
along with fat, tone, and a morphologically nor
ma! focus of �ntestinal epithelium (Table 1 a, c). 
Interestingly, although the fetal membranes were 
f;eely mov�able over th.e tui:nor,._at the edge _of
the mass there appeared to be direct continuity 
between amnion and squamous epithelium of 
the skin portion of the tumor. 

A diagnosis of placental teratoma was made. 

DISCUSSION 

Placental teratomas are rare tumors, 
with Fox reporting only six cases from 
1925 to 1928 (3 ). A literature search 
through the Index Medicus failed to re
veal any additional examples of this un
usual condition from 1978 to the present. 
All of the previous reports have been si
milar, with the tumors generally between 
the chorion and amnion, smooth, round 
or oval and between 2.0 cm and 7.5 cm 
in diameter (4-9) (Table 2). Comparison 
reveals that all tumors have demonstrated 
normal skin, nearly all contain mature fat, 
and other tissue types are present in vary
ing proportions. They thus contain the 
usual complement of tissue types found 
in teratomas elsewhere in the body. 

They have been found in mature pla
centas at the time of delivery and have 
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