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Remembering the past and its pioneers 

Bacchetti (1853) and the first electro-puncture: 
a milestone in the non-surgical therapy 
of extrauterine pregnancy 

G. GHIRARDINI - L. W. POPP c·)

INTRODUCTION 

At the end of this century we are witnessing great changes in the therapeutical 
approach to extrauterine pregnancy, with the transition from classical laparotomic 
surgery to medical therapy or less invasive procedures 

Many among the new methods are under evaluation or still at the experimen
tal stage (1 · 2· 3). with the exception of pelviscopy, which already has a consolidated 
place (4 · 5). Howewer, the non-surgical approach to extrauterine pregnancy was first 
attempted in 1853 by Bacchetti. His technique spread in France and North Ame
rica, where Garrigues in 1882 (6), Thomas in 1884 (7) and Brothers in 1888 ( 8) 
reported a consistent number of cases. 

At the same time Veith in 1884 (9) realized first the laparotomic approach 
to the extrauterine pregnancy, the therapy of choice during the following 100 
years. 

Now the physical non-surgical approaches in the therapy of extrauterine pre
gnancy are under research ( 10) and the original description of Bacchetti (11 ) seems 
noteworthy. The original work of Bacchetti entitled "New applications of needle
electro-puncture in a case of tubal extrauterine pregnancy" was published in Flo
rence on May 3rd 1853 (Fig. 1). 

REPORT 

The patient, a pluripara 29 years old with 4 children, was pregnant for the 
5th time. At about 10 weeks gestation, the 29th December 1852, she complained 
of strong lower abdominal pains and dysuria, followed by repeated lipothymias 
After 6 hours Bacchetti observed an acute abdomen without vaginal bleeding. He 
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