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Effect of oxyprogesterone caproate, 

tamoxif en and their combination on the level 

of steroid hormone receptors in the tumor, 

and some paran1eters of the reproductive system 

in patients with endometrial cancer 
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Summary: The results of preoperative use of oxyprogesterone caproate (OPC), Tamoxifen and 
their combination in 165 patients su任ering from primary endometrial carcinoma are presented. It 
was shown that Tamoxifen was able to increase concentrations cytoplasmatic receptors to progeste
rone in the tumor. The incidence of specific hormonal pathomorphosis in the tissue of the tumor 
in patients who received a combination of OPC and Tamoxifen was significantly higher (80% of 
cases) as compared to the separate use of OPC (60%) or Tamoxifen (57%). 

The possibilities for the improvement 
of surgical and irradiation methods of en
dometrial carcinoma treatment are almost 
exhausted now, so there is little hope of 
significant improvement in survival levels 
as a result of modifying these therapeutic 
modalities. 

In this clinical s
i 

is clinical situation special atten-
tion should be paid to improving adjuvant 
hormone therapy for endometrial carcino
ma patients. This therapeutic approach, 
for instance, prolonged administration of 
progestagens in remission, has made it 
possible to increase the five-year survival 
rate by 12-15% as compared to that for 
patients who have received surgical or 
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combined therapy without hormone the
rapy ( 1). 

One of the basic limitations to full rea
lisation of the antitumor effect of proge
stinotherapy is tumor resistance to hor
monal influence. Experimental and clini
cal data obtained with Tamoxifen therapy 
of breast and endometrial cancer showed 
that this drug had some estrogenic ef
fects parallel to antitumor action (2 ). In 
particular, T amoxifen was able to increa
se the synthesis of cytoplasmatic recep
tors of progesterone in the tissue of the 
tumor in endometrial carcinoma (3). 

These considerations gave us reason for 
the use of a combination of T amoxifen 
and oxyprogesterone caproate (OPC) in 
order to increase the sensitivity of endo
metrial cancer to progestagen therapy. 
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