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Summary: Monitoring of twins in labour is described. 
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Steer and Beard (197 3) reported how 
both twins could be monitored during la
bour using a scalp electrode and ultra
sound techniques. Breuker et al. (1978) 
used phono and ultrasound cardiotoco
graphy both during pregnaiKY and during 
delivery. 

During pregnancy, the combination of 
phono and ultrasound cardiotocography 
proved superior to phonocardiotocography 
alone. During labour direct foetal electro
cardiotocography of the first twin and 

Fig. 1. — The cluttered delivery room. 
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ultrasound cardiotocography of the second 
was confirmed as the method of choice. 

For many years now we have used con
tim.\ous foetal heart rate monitoring on 
twins in labour, using two machines, one 
for a direct foetal electrocardiography and 
the second machine for abdominal ultra
sound cardiotocography (fig. 1). 

The presence of two monitoring ma
chines in a labour ward together with two 
resuscitators and two cots is obvious from 
the photograph. It is now possible to 
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