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Summary: The Authors evaluate the e伍cacy of the intravenous infusion of PGF," in the in
duction of abortion in the second trimester of pregnancy with live fetus (Italian Law no. 194/1978). 
Abortion occurred in 3 out of 11 (27.27%) nulliparous patients, and uterine curettage was neces
sary in 2 cases. The interval between administration of the drug and the beginning of uterine 
contractions was 31.42土14.15 minutes (range 10 to 35 minutes), the duration of infusion was 
7.55土3.64 hours (range 7 to 9.15 hours), the interval between initiation of infusion and delivery 
was 8.10土2.60 hours (range 7 to 9.45 hours), and the dose administered was 20.23土 3.75 mg 
(range 15 t?.25 J?g). Sid_e e任ects were reported in 10 cases (90.90%），and in 5 cases these effects 
w�!"e- c�u_sed by inte:ruption of infusion. Abortie;n occurred -�n ? out _o� 13 pluripa:o卫s p�tient� 
(53.84%), and uterine curettage was necessary in 4 cases. The interval between administration of 
the drug and the beginning of uterine contractions was 20土12.24 minutes (range 20 to 45 mi
nutes), the duration of infusion was 8.26土0.9 hours (range 3.10 to 16 hours), the interval between 
initiation of infusion and delivery was 8.40土0.8 hours (range 3.0 to 9.6 hours), and the dose admi
nistered was 19.28土5.3_4 mg (range 5 t? _251;Ilg). Sid_e effe_c�s _we_re re1zgrte?. i? !1 cases (81.61 %),
and in 6 cases these effects were caused by interruption of infusion. The high frequency of severe 
side effects and low success rate incate that PGF拉 is not indicated in the induction of second tri
mester abortion with live fetus (Italian Law no. 194/1978) and actually we use PGF," derivatives. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The interruption of a pregnancy with 
live fetus in the second trimester has been 
performed by various pharmacological 
means, particularly with the use of prosta
glandins. 

The aim of this study is to evaluate the 
画cacy of PGF2a in the induction of labor 
with live fetus in the second trimester 

(Italian Law No. 194/1978) with uterine 
crevix posterior, conserved, and closed in 
relation to parity of the patient. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

This study included 11 nulliparous patients 
with an average age of 26.6土5.3 years (range 
15 to 31 years) who were on the average in 
the 23.7土3.2nd week of pregnancy (range 14 

94 

to 27 week), and 13 pluriparous with an ave
rage age of 23.7士3.2 years (range 17 to 39 
years) in the 16.4士5.4th week of pregnancy 
(range 13 to 26 week) respectively (table 1). 

Average age and average week of pregnancy 
were not significantly di任erent in the two 
groups. There were no contraindications to the 
use of prostaglandins and the general condition 
of all patients was good. In all cases develop
ment of the uterus was consistent with ame
norrhea and uterine cervix was posterior, con
served, and closed in all cases. Indications for 
induction of labor (Italian Law no. 194/1978) 
are reported in table 1; the prevalent cause was 
fetal malformation. 

The drug utilized was PGF加， administered
intravenously dil旦ting _2;5 �g . ".i�ls _in 500 ml _o! 
physiologic solution. The initial dose was 2.5 
mcg/min and the dose was progressively in
creased until the appearance of regular uterine 
contractile activity or the appearance of severe 
side e廿ects, up to a maximum dose of 25 mg. 
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