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Summary: From January 1978 to July 1983 22 patients have recovered from eclampsia in the 
Obstetrics and Gynecology Department - Vitt. Emanuele II Hospital - Catania University. 

64_9? of the p�tie'.1!s had _hyp�rt�ns�o-n_ in _Pt.egnancy �ombine? with edema in 92.85% of the 
cases (13 cases) and with proteinuria in 18% of the cases (4 cases). 

Eclampsia manifested itself before labour in 28.57% (6 cases), during labour in 19.05% (4 
cases), in postpartum in 19.05% (4 cases) and in the successive three days after delivery in 
33.33% (7 cases). 

Perinatal death rate was 11.28% and in all the cases it was due to intrauterine fetal death. 
In 22 patients treated there was a case of acute pulmonary edema and a case of maternal death. 
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Between January 1978 and July 1983 
22 eclamptic patients (0.08% of the total 
amount, 26,920) were admitted to this 
Institute. 

Data regarding age, parity and maternal 
death-rate, period of the manifestation of 
eclampsia, the modality of delivery, and 
perinatal death-rate have been analyzed. 

The age of the patients varied between 
15 and 40 years old, with a greater per­
centage in the years frorn 15 to 25 (59%, 
tab. 1). 

55% (12 cases) were nulliparous while 
4 5 % (10 cases) were pluriparous, of whom 
only one had more than 4 pregnancies. 

The risk factors are pointed out in 
tab. 2: cardiopathy, an excessive gain in 
weight during pregnancy, twin-birth, hy­
pertension, edema, proteinuria. 

At the moment of admission to hospi­
tal, 64% (14 cases) of the patients were 
suffering from arterial hypertension com­
bined with edema in 92.85% of the cases 
(13 cases), and with proteinuria in 18 % 
of the cases (4 cases). 
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The average arterial hypertension values 
were 102.08 mmHg and 171.06 mmHg 
for the minimum and maximum, respec­
tively. 

Tab. 3 presents data from a week's 
pregnancy: in 27% (6 cases) eclampsia 
manifested itself between the 28th and 
37th week; in 68% (15 cases) between 
the 38th and 41st week; and only one 
case in the 19th week in a patient's first 
pregnancy with a molar degeneration. 

Eclampsia, in particular, manifested 
itself before labour in 28.57% (6 cases) 
of the patients, during labour in 19.05% 
(4 cases), postpartum in 19.05% (4 ca­
ses) and in the successive three days after 
delivery in 33.33% (7 cases), tab. 4. 

The modalities of delivery are summa­
rized in tab. 5. 

The perinatal death-rate was 14.28% 
(4 cases of intrauterine death of the fe­
tus); the death rate was higher (50气）in
eclampsia before labour, lower (9.09知
in eclampsia after delivery, and none in 
eclampsia during labour. 
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