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SUMMARY 

Description of a case of decalcifying algo
dystrophy of the hip in pregnancy, an infrequent 
syndrome of unknown etiology, characterised .by 
pain in the hips, radiographic picture showing 
demineralisation of the head of the femur and 
of the acetabulum, leaving unchanged the arti
cular rima; generally rapid and with spontaneous 
regression after delivery. 
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In 19 59 Curtiss (4) was the first to de
scribe three cases of pregnant women with 
painful symptomology of the hip, and 
segmentary transitory demineralisation of 
the head of the femur and of the aceta
bulum. Successively De Marchi (1956)（勺
and Hunder (1968) (7) reported clinical 
cases similar to that of Curtiss, in fe
males, both in pregnancy and otherwise, 
and in males. 

In 1968 Lequesne (9) a伍rmed that 
this pathology was to be ascribed to a 
well defined syndrome to be called "de
calcifying algodystrophy of the hip" 
(D.A.H.) and in the same year Cayla（勺
recorded that certain factors of vertebra
pelvic origin, among which pregnancy, 
were capable of causing it. 

In literature we have counted 17 cases 
of D.A.H. described in pregnancy (1 , 2, 4, 
7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15). Considering the rarity of
this syndrome we consider it opportune 
to record a case which came under our 
observation. 

CLINICAL CASE 

P. Dorina, aged 28, entered hospital on 15/ 
1/1979 (folder No. 639) at the beginning of the 
40th week of pregnancy, because of painful 
symptomology in the hips. The patient reported 
that in the course of the 34th week of pregnancy 
a lumbarsciatology appeared. Later the pain be
came localised in the hip5, more noticeable on 
the left, spreading to the internal surface of the 
thighs, becoming worse in walking and standing 
upright, but diminishing on resting in bed. 

Th': painful sympt?molo�y pr_oce':ded_ slo�ly, 
becoming worse, to the point, in the last few 
days, of causing limping, with small steps, and 
requiring the support of a stick. 

Analgesics were administered, derived from 
vitamin B complexes and rest in bed was pre
scribed. 

The obstetrical examination revealed that the 
pregnancy was near term, with a single foetus 
in breech presentation. 

At the objective examination the antalgic 
contraction of the groups of the medial muscles 
of the thighs was evident, and their manoeuver 
of external and abduction in rotation caused 
very marked increase of pain. 

Routine examinations were normal, and cal
cemia, phosphoremia, calciuria, phosphaturia and 
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